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aroused American 
colonies stood on the 
threshold of 
revolution. Those who 
chose to fight in the 

stepped forward, one 
by one. 
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The Plot to Kidria 

Washington 

A miserably bungled 
plot to kidnap George 
Washington and 
assassinate his chief 
officers led to the 
hanging of one of his 
special guards, the 
jailing of the mayor 

Bll 


stepped-up search for 
Loyalists on Long 



Thomas Hickey 
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Brooklyn hill watching 
the first great battle 
of the Revolutionary 
War taking place 

George Washington Is 
reported to have said: 
"Good God! What 
brave fellows 
this day fose!" 



Washington ordered 

that all available 

boats be brought 

to Brooklyn Ferry. For 
the operation he had 
in mind, the general 
had the good luck to 
have two regiments of 
expert Massachusetts 
fishermen available, 
from Marblehead and 



Schools are named for 
him, an honor 
reserved for heroes. 
Textbooks cite him as 
a model of patriotism 
during the 
Revolutionary War. 
Every Memorial Day, 




There is a knock on 


the door and the 


woman of the house 
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In front of her stands 


a finely dressed 


British officer. 
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says politely, " I've 


come to take a billet 


1 on your house." 
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between Loyalists in 
the south and Patriots 
in the north, but it 
was nasty enough to 
permanently split the 



Long Island exhibit. 
They saw a ragged old 
American flag with 
the inscription: "'The 
John Hulbert Flag- 
Original Stars and 



Tarleton brought his 
Loyalist British Legion 
into Smithtown on a 
foraging expedition in 



left town a few days 
later, despised and 
reviled as an arrogant 
and ruthless 
interloper. Also, a 
cheapskate. 


Patriot cause than 
Gilbert Potter of 
Huntington, a medical 
doctor who had 
served in the French 
and Indian War. 
Potter, whoa year 
later would be named 
a lieutenant colonel 
in charge of the 
western regiment of 


Suffolk militia, wrote 
to Congress Dec. 10, 
beggi ng for more than 
the 100 pounds of 
gunpowder it had 
allotted Huntington in 
September. He wrote: 
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The Man Huntington 

Loved to Hate 

If a Gallup Poll had 
been taken in 

r *9L. 

Huntington in the 

Benjamin Thompson 
would have been the 


unanimous choice for 
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the most despicable 
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there stands a flai 




haired, 
young man, a 
handsome former 
schoolteacher, fair of 
skin and athletic in 
build, full of hope and 
promise, fated for an 
untimely death. He 
was Nathan Hale. 
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Fearing that their 
messages might get 
ntercepted by the 
British, theCulper 
spies quickly resorted 

/isible ink. 
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dedicated a 
historian named 
Morton Pennypacker 




A spent musketball 
embedded in a clear 
plastic block hangs 

church foyer. A red 
sandstone headstone 
of a long-dead soldier 
rests in the garden 

estate. And a corner 






Rebels 
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When the war came in 
the summer of 1776, 
Benjamin Whitecuff 
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and his older brother, 
both free blacks, 
worked on their 
father's 60-acrefarm 
near Hempstead. But 
they were on opposite 
sides of the war. 
Whitecuff became a 
spy for the British: his 


father and brother 
joined the Continental 



liberty for which it 

was fought, and 
concluded that liberty 
should be not only be 
for whites, but for his 
fellow slaves as well. 



in New York Harbor 
than in all the battles 
of the Revolutionary 



William Floyd of 
Mastic sat down In his 

Philadelphia boarding 

worried and urgent 
letter. It is not known 
to whom he wrote, 
but apparently the 
letter was to someone 
in New York City. A 
week earlier, Floyd 
and others in the 
Continental Congress 
had provoked King 
George III by signing 



with 15-year-old Kitty 

Floyd, the daughter 

of William Floyd and 

one of the most 

beautiful women the 

future president had 




Capt Johann Ewald 
looked back on the 
land he was leaving 
after seven years of 


and v 




cuffs and lapels, 
Ewald had been 
known for his 
compassion as well a 
his courage, but on 
this day he was just 
another defeated 
soldier who had 
survived. 
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